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With regard to the rates of assessment which, it was
the principal contention of Romesh- Dutt,, were unduly high,
the Resolution stated .that "the > standard of fifty percent of
the assets is one which is almost uniformly preserved in prac-
tice and is more often departed from on the side of defi-
ciency than of excess." A reference was also made to
Romesh Dutt's demand that the land revenue should not
exceed one-fifth of the gross produce, and stated in distor-
tion of this view "that in areas where the State takes the
land revenue from the cultivators, the proposal to fix the
assessment at one-fifth of the gross produce would result in
the imposition of a greatly increased burden upon the
people." Romesh Dutt was quick in his reply. He pointed
out that his demand was that one-fifth of the gross produce
should be the maximum which should not be exceeded in
any single case. It was not the average rate that he had
suggested.
Finally, on the question of the grounds which would
justify enhancement of rent, the Resolution said :
"To deny the right of tha State to a share ia any increase
of value except those which could be inferred from the
general tables of price statistics—in itself a most fallacious
and partial test—would be to surrender to a number of
individuals an increment which they had not themselves
earned, but which had resulted partly from the outlay of
Government money on great public works, such as canals
and railways, and partly from the general enhancement of
values produced by expanding resources and a higher stand-
ard of civilisation."
Romesh Dutt replied :
"This decision is disappointing. Increase in value is
indicated by the table of prices. Lord Ripon's rule sug-
gested, the rule framed by the memorialists also suggested,
that the Government should obtain an enhancement of reve-

